
ARCHIBALD GOWANLOCK HUNTSMAN   
(1883-1973) was a 
pioneer Canadian 
oceanographer and 
fisheries biologist. 
A native of 
Ontario, he was 
educated at the 
University of 
Toronto.  Although 
Dr. Huntsman 
received an MD 
degree, he never 
practiced 

medicine. Instead, he conducted biological 
oceanographic research in the early years of 
the 20th century at both Nanaimo, British 
Columbia and St. Andrews, New Brunswick. 

In 1911, Dr. Huntsman was 
appointed Curator at St. Andrews 
and later became Director, a post 
he held until 1934. Dr. Huntsman 
also served as Director of the 
newly established Fisheries 
Experimental Station in Halifax 
from 1924 to 1928. 

Dr. Huntsman served as editor of Fisheries 
Research Board publications from 1934 to 
1949 and as consulting director to the FRB 
from 1934 to 1953.  He also played a leading 
role in academia and was lecturer and later 
professor in the Department of Zoology at 
the University of Toronto for almost 50 
years. 

Dr. Huntsman was president of the Royal 
Society of Canada in 1938, and in 1952 was 
the winner of its Flavelle medal. The 
Huntsman Marine Laboratory in St. 
Andrews, founded in 1970, is named in his 
honour. 

 
The award is presented by the Royal Society 
of Canada at a ceremony in the Bedford 
Institute of Oceanography. The award 
consists of a specially designed and 
engraved fine silver medal.  The recipient is 
invited to deliver a distinguished lecture to a 
public audience following the ceremony. 
 

The A.G. Huntsman Award was 
established through principal 
contributions from Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, Natural 
Resources Canada, the Province 
of Nova Scotia, the Canadian 
Association of Petroleum 
Producers, and the LiFT Family 
Fund. 

 

 
 

A.G. HUNTSMAN AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
THE MARINE SCIENCES 

 

 
 

The A.G. Huntsman Award was 
established in 1980 by the Canadian 
marine science community to 
recognize excellence of research and 
outstanding contributions to marine 
sciences.  The award honours marine 
scientists of any nationality who have 
had and continue to have a significant 
influence on the course of marine 
scientific thought.  The Award is 
named in honour of Archibald 
Gowanlock Huntsman, a pioneer 
Canadian oceanographer and fishery 
biologist. 
 
www.HuntsmanAward.org 




